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Hounds Tooth is earning accolades across the Midwest with their high-energy show of modern 
blues. With a set list rich in modern blues, original material, and blues-rock numbers, Hounds 
Tooth’s Soul Rockin' Blues appeals to a wide range of audiences. Hounds Tooth has opened for 
national acts including Kenny Wayne Shepherd and Shannon Curfman.  Additionally, they have 
appeared at some of the top blues festivals, blues rooms, and local festivals in the Midwest 
including:  Big Bull Falls Blues Festival; Nothin’ but The Blues Festival; Paramount Blues 
Festival; Prairie Dog Blues Festival; Summerfest; The Slippery Noodle; BB’s Jazz, Blues, and 
Soups; Blowtorch Blues Society; River City Blues Society; and River Rhythms.  

Released on May 19, 2010, Hounds Tooth’s CD, Soul Rockin (Tweed Tone Records) hit the 
Roots Music Report Charts at #41 for the Top Blues Albums (5/21/10) and has spent two 
weeks on the Roots Music Report Top State Albums for Wisconsin.  The CD has been receiving 
some nice reviews:  

"Soul Rockin' has a nice feel to it-not overdone...I had no problem finding space for several tunes on my 
show, as well as in the regular Blues rotation." - Jerry D, Host of "Blues Till Noon" on 103.9 "The Fox" 
in Quincy, IL  

“In a mostly live recording, the band does 7 originals out of ten tunes in real journeymen style. Rockin’ 
stuff with fine playing, good vocals and a good sense of how much is enough. They throw down with 
tunes that nod to Slim Harpo, George Thorogood, Robben Ford, and Freddy King…and rock it up while 
they’re at it. Adept and fun. Genuwine dancin’ stuff. Not for Morning Mix”. - Cathi N. - WFHB 91.3 FM 
Bloomington, Indiana  

Hounds Tooth has spent the 2010 summer playing Blues Festivals, County Fairs, and Clubs 
throughout the Midwest.   JD Optekar and Joe Kadlec share vocal and guitar duties.   Joe’s 
polished vocal delivery and fretboard flurries are nicely complimented by Optekar’s fluid jump-
style phrasing and roadhouse vocals.  Quickly gaining recognition amongst critics for their solid 
work, Bob Noll (bass) and Jeff Oscarson (drums) anchor the rhythm section.  

 

2010, 2009 WAMI Nominee for Best Blues Band 

 

2009, 2008 Best Blues Band Runner-Up – Shepherd Express’ 
Best of Milwaukee  

 

2008 WAMI Winner – Best Group/Artist Website 

 

2006 Best Blues Band – Shepherd Express’ Best of Milwaukee 
2006   

JD Optekar – Guitar & Vocals;  
Joe Kadlec – Guitar & Vocals;  
Bob Noll – Bass;  
Jeff Oscarson – Drums   

Contact and Booking Information  
JD Optekar  
414.828.6395 
jd@houndstoothblues.com  
www.houndstoothblues.com   

 

http://www.houndstoothblues.com
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Quotes 

“In a mostly live recording, the band does 7 originals out of ten tunes in real journeymen style. Rockin’ 
stuff with fine playing, good vocals and a good sense of how much is enough. They throw down with 
tunes that nod to Slim Harpo, George Thorogood, Robben Ford, and Freddy King…and rock it up 
while they’re at it. Adept and fun. Genuwine dancin’ stuff. Not for Morning Mix”. - Cathi N. - WFHB 
91.3 FM Bloomington, Indiana  

“A guitar driven, soulful sound incorporates a style of funk within the grooves…The 10 tracks are 
mostly originals that foretell the genuine creativity of the band’s single song writer, JD Optekar” – Big 
City Rhythm & Blues Magazine, June/July 2010.  

"The guitar work really impressed me; not overdone, good licks, controlled power.  Nichols and 
Optekar can rock it out when they need to and show restraint when they should, marks of good axe 
men...Solid guitar work, well written and well done original songs mixed with some unique cover 
songs makes this Milwaukee's band inaugural CD a hit.  I will be catching up with these guys at a 
festival in the Midwest soon and I recommend that you do, too!" - The Blues Blast Magazine, Steve 
Jones (Crossroads Blues Society)  

"Hounds Tooth is no longer under the radar. Their new CD, Soul Rockin, will push this band into the 
fast lane of the blues world, keep your eye on these guys!" - Scott Gregory, Entertainment 
Director, River City Blues Society  

"J.D. Optekar and Hounds Tooth have grown into one of the most popular and exciting bands on the 
Milwaukee blues scene. Here the quartet continues to mine blues, rock (especially '50s-era rock) and 
soul for its slick sound anchored by the tight rhythm section of Bob Noll on bass and Jeff Oscarson on 
drums. The band also welcomes Jared James Nichols who guests on guitar and, on three tunes, 
vocals. The opener, "Blues is Truth," is fine urban blues and "Jumpin Rockin Rhythm" conjures Chuck 
Berry. "Time to Burn" opens with some great guitar interplay and "Is it Real" finds inspiration in Stax-
style Memphis soul blues." - Bobby Tanzillo, Managing Editor, OnMilwaukee.com  

"Hounds Tooth seems to have found their stride with Soul Rockin.  They move seamlessly between 
Blues and Rock, which should hit home with the children of Classic Rock.  I know it did with me." - 
Ron Hoerter, Great Northern Blues Society  

“Masterful tones and a tight band make for a great listen.” – Dr. Z, Dr. Z Amplification  

"Hounds Tooth's 2010 Soul Rockin is seriously full of tone and complex energy. It rocks to a blues 
feel without getting tired. Nice job from some great guys." - Randy Hoffman, Blues Blowtorch 
Society 

"Milwaukee blues rock group Hounds Tooth sounds hungry and committed. When it comes to 
vocals and guitar chops, Jared James Nichols practices restraint where others of his 
generation (he cites Stevie Ray Vaughan as a formative influence) would add flash. The 
quartet of local music veterans might not add anything new to their post-Albert/B.B./Freddie 
King licks, but Bob Noll and Jeff Oscarson keep a tight rhythmic pocket between their 
respective bass and drums. Lyrics by Nichols' fellow axeman/singer, J.D. Optekar, express 
their style's customary pain and joy. Add remakes by stalwarts such as Leon Russell and 
Duke Robillard, and a formidable new blues force raises its profile around town." - Jamie Lee 
Rake, Shepherd Express 
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Past Venues & Gigs 

 
Prairie Dog Blues Festival (2010) 

 

Nothin But the Blues Festival (2010) 

 

Madison Terrace Blues Festival (2010) 

 

Racine County Fair (2010) 

 

Waukesha County Fair (2010) 

 

Music on Main (2010) 

 

Big Bull Falls Blues Festival (2009) 

 

Paramount Blues Festival (2009) 

 

Opened for Kenny Wayne Shepherd, Jefferson County Fair 

 

Opened for Shannon Curfman, Shank Hall 

 

Blowtorch Blues Society 3rd Friday Blues 

 

River City Blues Society 

 

Slippery Noodle Inn 

 

BB’s Jazz, Blues, and Soups 

 

Blues on the Chippewa (2009) 

 

Watseka Blues Festival (2009) 

 

Waukesha Blues Fest (2008) 

 

Summerfest – Potawatomi Stage (2008, 2009) 

 

Wisconsin State Fair (2009) 

 

River Rhythms (2009) 

 

Indian Summer Festival (2009) 

 

Fish Day Festival – Blues Stage (2008, 2009) 

 

Riversplash 

 

Atwood Summerfest 

 

Potawatomi Northern Lights Bingo Casino 

 

Grafton Blues Challenge (IBC Qualifying Event) 

 

Shank Hall 

 

Big Cities Lounge (Rockford, IL) 

 

Blueport Junction (Davenport, IA) 

 

The Club Tavern (Quincy, IL) 

 

VooDoo Lounge (Cedar Falls, IA) 

 

Harmony Bar 

 

Famous Dave’s – Hayward 

 

Milwaukee Ale House 

 

Shepherd Express – Best of 2007 Party 
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Gig Schedule 

08/01/10 Blueport Junction – 6605 W. River Drive – Davenport, IA 
08/07/10 Madison Terrace Blues Festival – Madison 
08/21/10 Racing Extreme Grass Drags Nationals – Wauconda, IL 
08/22/10 Harpt Lake – Larrabee Sportmans Club – 16306 Harpt Lake Road - Mishicot 
08/27/10 Victorian Village – 276 Victorian Village Drive – Elkhart Lake 
08/28/10 Private Party – Wedding 
09/05/10  Private Corporate Party 
09/10/10 Nashotah Clubhouse - N44W32998 Watertown Plank Rd – Nashotah 
09/11/10 The Painted Parrot – 8028 W. National Ave – West Allis 
09/18/10 Harmony Bar & Grill – 2201 Atwood Ave – Madison 
09/24/10 Time Out Pub & Eatery – 101 East Milwaukee St. - Janesville 
09/25/10 Suhmer’s Saloon – 201 Kettle Moraine Drive – Eagle 
10/08/10 The Whammy Bar – 500 Main St. – Peoria, IL 
10/09/10 The Voodoo Lounge – 314 Main St. – Cedar Falls, IA 
10/10/10 The Iron Horse Social Club – 314 Main St. – Savanna, IL 
10/15/10 Mamies – 3300 W. National Ave – Milwaukee 
10/16/10 Fat Boyz – 219 S. Main St. – Fort Atkinson 
10/22/10 Up & Under Pub – 1216 E. Brady St. – Milwaukee  
10/23/10 The Waverly Inn – 1402 16th Street – Two Rivers 
11/06/10 The Painted Parrot – 8028 W. National Ave – West Allis 
11/12/10 The Muddy Waters – 1708 State St. – Bettendorf, IA 
11/13/10 The Screaming Eagle – 228 East 4th. St. – Waterloo, IA 
11/14/10 The Iron Horse Social Club – 314 Main St. – Savanna, IL 
11/19/10 The Bridge Inn – 1216 Bridge St. – Grafton 
11/20/10 Nashotah Clubhouse - N44W32998 Watertown Plank Rd – Nashotah 
12/04/10 The Painted Parrot – 8028 W. National Ave – West Allis 
12/11/10 Private Corporate Holiday Party 
12/18/10 Gearheads – 4493 Hwy P – Jackson 
12/31/10 88 Keys Martini Bar – 7211 W. Greenfield Ave - 

Jackson   
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Bios 
JD Optekar, Guitar and Vocals – JD started playing guitar after college 
and was quickly drawn to the blues genre. JD has studied guitar locally 
under Reverend Raven, Misha Siegfried, and Steve Cohen.  You can 
hear influences of jump blues in his fluid lines and "sweet" notes.  JD 
founded Hounds Tooth in 2005 and as the band has evolved and 
changed over the years he has stepped forward and started co-fronting 
the band in the fall of 2009.  Playing over 130 shows a year the last 2 
years JD has honed his skills playing live at some of the top Midwest 
Blues Festivals, Blues Rooms, and Clubs.  JD also has been hosting a 
blues jam as a frontman in Milwaukee for the past 3 years with the 
veteran rhythm section of Donnie Mac and Larry the Legend.   

Joe Kadlec, Guitar and Vocals – Joe Kadlec has been playing guitar, 
singing, writing, and recording for the past 20 years. He is primarily self-
taught, but has also studied at the Wisconin Conservatory of Music. His 
last 2 projects were the Joe Nathan Band and hosting a blues jam in 
Milwaukee as a member of The Repeat Offenders. He also spent time 
playing with Buddy Miles at an after-hours jam in the early 90s. Joe has a 
wide variety of musical influences including: Luther Allison, Johnny Winter, 
Bob Dylan, Tommy Bolin, Jimi Hendrix, Jonny Lang, Hank Williams Senior, 
Led Zeppelin, and Bob Marley.  After some time away from the scene for 
the past 5 years, Joe is excited about playing the blues in one of the top 
recognized bands in the region and bringing his own style of music to 
Hounds Tooth.     

Bob Noll, Bass – Bob has over 15 years of experience playing bass in 
the Milwaukee area.  He has played extensively with some of the top 
acts in Milwaukee over the past few years including Robert Allen Jr., Pee 
Wee Hayes, and Lee Gates.  Additionally, some of the top players have 
served as his mentors including Rick Holmes and Matt Miller.  Bob’s 
veteran presence and experience helps set a solid pocket for Hounds 
Tooth’s dynamic high-energy show.    

Jeff Oscarson, Drums – Jeff’s powerful and funky beats are the 
backbone of Hounds Tooth's Soul Rockin’ Blues sound. He has been 
playing drums since the age of 12 and professionally since 2002. Jeff's 
diverse drumming influences include John Bonham, Chad Smith, Chris 
Layton, and Brad Wilk. He previously played with 94 South and Fat 
Camp.

    




